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St. Philomena’s College (Autonomous) Mysore 

Department of Social Work 

 

A Report on the workshop conducted on March 15, 2013 

Introduction:  

Social science deals with the study of society and the relationship among individuals within society. ... 

Social science research provides authentic information to the people that are scientifically proven so that 

end users can rely upon it. It also helps us in finding the solutions to different social problems.  Further, 

Social science research studies various theories on motivation, personality, leadership, team 

skills, etc. that are already accepted. It changes the already accepted principles through its new 

research methodologies. Social research studies the society and helps in making laws for the 

benefit of the government.  Research in social work  becomes  important for many reasons. It is used to 

evaluate the effectiveness of the practice in which social workers engage and the programs they 

implement.  The social work practitioners are often ambivalent about the necessity of conducting 

research.  With this backdrop, the Department of Social Work felt it necessary to conduct a workshop on 

‘Research Methodology’ which will be of greatly helpful to the students of Social Work as they have to 

learn as one of the subject in the second semester for 100 marks, they have to do term project and in the 

second year they have to do the major project. These projects are basically exists to give hands on 

experience to the students on conducting small piece of research work and understand the various 

methods of conducting the research. 
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Objectives of the Workshop  :  

1. To guide the students to understand the importance of research for  a professional social 

worker 

2. To make the students to understand how to discover new facts and test or verify the old 

facts. 

3. To orient the students towards research methodology in social sciences 

4. To help the students to learn research skills 

5. To orient the students regarding  development of  new scientific tools, concepts and theories, 

which would facilitate reliable and valid study of human behavior  

6. To orient the students on statistical analysis of  research data 

Resource Person  of the Workshop :  

Two eminent Resource Persons were invited for the workshop :  

(a) Dr T B B S V Ramanaiah,, Professor, Department of Studies in Social Work, Manasa 

Gangothri, University of Mysore is knowledgeable and a good teacher.  He is popular 

among the student community for informative teaching. He was invited as  the speaker. 

(b) Dr Lancy D’Souza, Prof of Psychology, Maharaja College, Mysore. 

Participants :  

The participants of the workshop included the Students of the PG Centres of Social Work of St. 

Philomena’s college, Department of studies in Social Work, University of Mysore, J.S.S college, 

Mysore Satellite centre, Chamarajanagara, K.R Pete College and Mahajana College. 
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Sessions :  

The workshop was divided into two sessions.  In the morning session, Prof Ramanaiah gave 

complete information on the importance of social science research in social work, he explained 

the importance of understanding and following research methodology in social work research by 

a students during their academic years and later in their profession.  He explained various 

methods such as quantitative and qualitative methods of research with case studies. The case 

studies and relevant examples helped the students to understand the subject better.  And he 

further explained how to write the research methodology chapter in the research reports.  

Students were asked to present their views, express doubts and questions.  The same were 

clarified by Prof. Ramanaiah. 

In the afternoon session, Prof Lancy D’Souza, another eminent resource person explained the 

students the importance of quantitative analysis in social science research and the need to get 

expertise in SPSS package. Students understood the importance of SPSS software.   

Feedback  session :  

 At the end  of the workshop, feedbacks session was held. The students opined that the workshop 

was highly informative and gave clarity on the research methods, its importance in social work. 

They said it was very important for them to listen to an eminent person like Prof  Ramanaiah Sir. 

. Students also expressed that they  understood the importance of statistical analysis of the 

research data through various methods and especially through  SPSS software for quantitative 

analysis by  social science researchers.   
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Valedictory :  

The HoD of the Department of  Social Work  Dr Noor Mubasheer C A gave the vote of thanks 

and the workshop concluded with a great sense of academic learning by the students participated. 

 


